Self control is not just a problem for curious little monkeys. Both people and animals often prefer immediate over delayed rewards, even when patience would yield a much bigger payoff [2-4]. This phenomenon, known as temporal discounting in economics and impulsivity in psychology, implies that the value of the more distant reward is diminished, or discounted, by the time intervening between the choice and the reward. Temporal discounting helps explain why it is so difficult to get teenagers to save for retirement or why it is impossible to leave a dog at home with enough food for a week and expect it to ration its consumption.
Temporal discounting is typically studied by offering a choice between a smaller reward now and a larger reward some time in the future. By changing the size of rewards and their delays, the rate at which future rewards are discounted can be calculated. Figure 1A) . When the two rewards were equally close, both tamarins and marmosets chose the larger reward. As the distance to the larger reward was increased, the tamarins continued to prefer it, but the marmosets abruptly switched their preferences and chose the smaller, but closer, reward.
Stevens and colleagues [8] suggest that both species base their choices on the relative, rather than absolute, magnitudes of rewards. When given a choice between two close or six distant banana-flavored treats, both species chose the larger reward with the same frequency as when given a choice of one close or three distant treats. Like other animals [3], tamarins and marmosets seem to choose based on the ratio of rewards rather than their absolute values. The authors ruled out the possibility that simple perceptual differences, such as an inability to discriminate the larger rewards when they were far away, might account for spatial discounting by marmosets [8]. Indeed, as both species have similarly sized brains, body sizes, and social structure, it seems unlikely that any of these factors could be responsible for the differences in spatial discounting reported.
These observations suggest that marmosets discount rewards as a function of distance or effort ( Figure 1B) , all the more surprising in light of a separate set of experiments by Stevens and Hauser [9] which showed that marmosets are more patient than tamarins when choosing between immediate small rewards and delayed larger rewards. In those experiments, marmosets overwhelmingly preferred the larger rewards -even when they were delayed for longer than it took to travel to the distant but larger rewards in the new study ( Figure 1C) In light of their patience and diligence, respectively, marmosets and tamarins may be useful animal models for probing the psychological and neural mechanisms underlying individual variation in discounting behavior in humans. Uncovering commonalities in the ways people and monkeys discount rewards as a function of time and effort may reveal why certain people are predisposed to patience or impulsivity. These considerations highlight the power of comparative animal studies for explaining both the proximate and ultimate causes of variation in behavior and cognition. 
